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JJ
Ash - Musicians. D D

The punk-pop guitar band, formed in Downpatrick in the early Nineties by Tim Wheeler; Mark Hamilton and Rick McMurray,
are now established among the UK’s rock elite. They made their first broadcast on BBC Radio Ulster’s Across the Line
and recorded their first studio sessions with the programme.They have featured regularly ever since, most recently in
the programme’s 2004 Christmas television special. Ash have produced a string of highly-successful albums and hit
singles and are a sell-out at live venues around the world. In 1997 the trio became a quartet with the addition of
guitarist Charlotte Hatherly. Their most recent album Meltdown further cemented their reputation and popularity.

BBC Northern Ireland Orchestra

The BBC formed the Wireless Symphony Orchestra in Belfast in 1924 under the stewardship of Godfrey Brown.
Later it was re-named the BBC Northern Ireland Symphony Orchestra.Visiting conductors included Harty, Wood,
Elgar, Barbirolli, Boult,Vaughan Williams and Bliss. The orchestra was disbanded at the outbreak of the Second World
War in 1939.The BBC Northern Ireland Light Orchestra was founded in 1949 and performed until 1981 when many
of its players joined the newly-enlarged Ulster Orchestra of which BBC Northern Ireland has been a major
broadcast and financial partner ever since.

George Beggs (1900-1964) - Singer..

Gifted with an excellent baritone voice and immaculate diction, in his thirty-year career he became well-known on
BBC radio and in halls throughout Northern Ireland for his interpretation of the songs of Percy French and
Herbert Hughes. He was a favourite at Saturday night concerts in the Assembly Hall and Wellington Hall in Belfast
where his accompanist was Havelock Nelson.

Philomena Begley (1954-) - Singer.

From Pomeroy, Co.Tyrone, she has been dubbed the queen of Irish country music and has been touring and
recording for more than thirty years, fronting a number of bands including Her Rambling Men and Country Flavour.
She has appeared in many BBC NI programmes including Hugo And Friends, Mike Mine Country and Country Afternoon.
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The Freshmen - Musicians.

Formed in Ballymena in 1962, they are regarded as one of the most musically accomplished of all the bands of the
showband era. Under the guidance of Billy Brown, who played tenor saxophone and keyboards and arranged their
material, they were known for their complex vocal harmonies. Brown moved to Dublin and later formed the

Billy Brown Band. Until his death in 1999, he continued to write songs and was an occasional broadcaster with RTE.

Eamon Friel (1949-) - Singer/songwriter/broadcaster.
His programme, Friel’s Fancy, won the 1993 Sony Award for best music programme. He broadcasts regularly and
continues to write and perform his own material. His most recent album is The Waltz of the Years (2003).

Rory Gallagher (1948-1995) - Musician.

The revered blues guitarist was born in Ballyshannon but grew up in Cork. He came to prominence when he formed
the power trio Taste in 1967.Along with Belfast musicians John Wilson (drums) and Charlie McCracken (bass) he
went to London where the band made a major impact on the club and concert circuit. In 1970, Taste disbanded but
Gallagher continued to tour and record. His health deteriorated over time and he died at the age of 47 after
becoming ill in Holland. In 1999 Ballyshannon Council unveiled a plaque marking his birthplace and in 2002 his image
appeared on a stamp released by An Post to commemorate Irish rock legends. He is celebrated annually at memorial
concerts and festivals in various parts of the world.

Sir James Galway (1939-) - Musician.

Born in Carnalea Street, Belfast, he played tin whistle before taking up the flute. He later studied at the Royal College
of Music, the Guildhall School and the Paris Conservatoire. He spent fifteen years in British orchestras before joining
the Berlin Philharmonic in 1969 and establishing the international solo career which he enjoys today. His repertoire
ranges from Bach, Vivaldi, and Mozart to jazz and contemporary pieces, some commissioned for him. He had a hit
single with his version of Annie’s Song and he can be heard on the music soundtrack for The Return Of The King, part
of the Lord Of The Rings trilogy. He lives in Switzerland with his wife Jeanne, Lady Galway, who is also an accomplished
flautist. He has appeared in many BBC NI programmes and recently gave a memorable performance with the

Ulster Orchestra for Proms In The Park.
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